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to the needs of the community in which the school is
located. The middle school charges a small tuition fee,
and there has been some sentiment in favor of abolishing
it on the ground that it is a class institution tending to
draw away abler pupils from the people's school, but it
would now seem to have a definite place of its own.
The Forfbildungsschulen are for graduates of the Yolks-
schulen. They generally furnish a practical training for
the lowest positions in commerce or industry, although
there are some general continuation schools, which afford
a review arid extension of the elementary school subjects
together with a theoretical insight into business life.
These schools were largely started by chambers of com-
merce, since the educational authorities were too conserva-
tive to suggest their introduction. Part-time attendance
is now required from fourteen to eighteen years of age,
except where pupils are physically or mentally immature,
and usually covers from two to four hours a week. The
work has for many years been given in the morning or
afternoon, and employers are required to allow their
apprentices the necessary time off without reduction of
pay.	•
Secondary schools. — The secondary schools in Prussia
attended by the two sexes differ somewhat from each
other in name and course. Historically the main types for
boys have been the Gymnasien (see pp. 122 f.), with classi-
cal languages as their main feature, and the Realschulen
(see p. 180), characterized by the natural sciences and
mathematics and a larger amount of modern languages.
For more than a century after the first real-school was
opened in Berlin by Hecker (1747), this type of institution
had only six years in its course, and was considered inferior
to the nine-year gymnasium. By the ministerial decree of

